Cover Painting by 
Mort Kunstler 


Business Manager: 


MONROE FROEHLICH, Jr 


Editorial Director: 
NOAH SARLAT 


» Art Director: 
MEL BLUM 


Executive Editor: 
_ AWARV -KARP 


Managing Editor: 
K. T. MEYER 


Photo Editor: 
DAN MERRIN 


Associate Editors: 
R. GALLAGHER 
V. A. JIRSA 
P. H. NORWORTH 
T.R. POL 


Book Editor: 
PAT UNTERMEYER 


Art Editor: 
BILL GAHAN 


Art Associates: 
L, GRABER 
A. JAMEISON 


Circulation Director: 
ARTHUR MARCHAND 


June, 1955 


MALE 


CONTENTS 


ADVENTURE 

DON'T LET HER BLOW... 0... eee Joe Barras 
| HUNTED THE ISLAND OF DRAGONS........ _ .Holton McQuade 
| ALONE SURVIVED.....0000000 00.0... c cece eee Ronald K. Murton 
MY LEGS BEGAN TO ROT................. slit eaarel ees Don Lindter 


WE FLEW DOWN EAGLES......................... Jimmy Walker 


CRIME AND EXPOSE 


PARTY GIRLS OF PICCADILLY........ Glen Kittler and Charles Regan 

THIS CRAP GAME FLOATS........................ Anthony Parina 

YOU'RE CRAZY IF YOU RUN............. Sgt. Courtney McClendon 

LE KILLED A COP... eee eee ee. Merle Elfisor 

OFF TRAIL 

THE I8-YEAR ITCH. ................... Photo Feature by Irv Carsten 
SPORT 

THE GASHOUSE WAS A NUTHOUSE................ Frankie Frisch 
FICTION 

APEVIMANE o.oo vie tenn heaart ait egtatentt Goa sabe dies Jack Ritchie 

WALT'S: WIFE 4 o n54 gach cele wh tote d lection es Lorenz Heller 


BOOK BONUS 


THE TIGERS OF TRENGGANU... Lt. Col. A. Locke 
DEPARTMENTS | 
DEADLINE: MALE. ..0...00..0.-00 cece rarer eee Saat a 
MEDICINE FOR MALES................0.0000000 00 Anthony Ridge 
MALE CALM eccord cits ale sin ap Pate ural omecmsturasimaaaeal 


Vol. 5, No. 6 
Martin Goodman, publisher 


20 


36 


82 


aeRO 


ADVERTISING OFFICES 
Sid Katish, Advertising Director William R. Stewart, Midwest 
655 Madison Avenue, New York 23, N. Y. 
Loyd 8. Chappell, West Coast 
810 So. Robertson 
Los Angeles 35, Calif. 


9 South Clinten Street, Chicago 6, Ill. 


PUBLICATION: 655 MADISON AVENUE 
AT new YORK, ie Ne 


son Ave! 
of, 6, issue. Price 25¢ por copy. Subscription rate $3. 25 tor (2 faeues ineluding hostage. Not 
responsibie for unealttted manuscripts, and all manuseripts must he seoompanted by stamped self-addressed envelopes. 


Additional 


EVERYONE WAS SHOUTING FOR ME TO GET UP SO THEY COULD 
SEE ME GET KNOCKED DOWN AGAIN, BUT | WOULDN'T DO IT. 


By Jack Ritchie 


: I was on the davenport with 

ie Sygegee my eyes closed and the comic 

Fiction books scattered around, some 

of them on ‘the floor and 

some on my chest. I breathed deeply and 

wondered idly whether I should try snoring. 
They might get a kick out of that. 

“Y guess the heavy reading wore out 
Brute’s brain,” Harry said. 

Harry Whitman earned his living writing 
a daily sports column for the Courier. I 
heard the cards being riffled and I slitted 
my eyes open just enough to see. 

Max Kaminski, my manager, was look- 
ing at his drink with a sour expression on 
his face and Ed Weaver of the Journal had 
his jaws working on a wad of gum. 

“T got it now,” Harry said, snapping his 


fingers. “Prognathous. Yep, that’s what it is.” 

Ed Weaver raised a bored eyebrow. 
“Explain it to me.” 

“Prognathous,” Harry said. “His jaw 
sticks out. Like an ape’s.” 

A heavy jaw, yes, I thought tiredly. 
Possibly mesognathous, but definitely not 
prognathous. 

“One of these days he’ll understand you 
when you make those cracks,” Ed said. 
“You're liable to lose your pearly whites.” 

Harry had a high laugh and I wondered 
how fast it would stop if I suddenly got up 
and grabbed him by the collar. 

“The whiskey is gone now, boys,” Max 
said. “When are you leaving?” 

“Once more around,” Ed said. He looked 
at me. “You got to (Continued on page 70) 


HLUSTRATED BY HARRY SCHAARE 


nm tee ABS AN Sl iS a ate 


70 | 


“NOW I’M MY OWN BOSS 
at Double My Former Salary” 
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Paul M. De Vita, Former Low Paid Auto Me- 
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“J can hardly beli ve how quickly I’ve gotten 
ahead in this interesting and profitable trade. I 
Was an auto mechanic making about $55 a week. 
Now I operate my own shop and make more than 
$100 a week doing mostly contract work. UTS 
training sure has been valuable,” 
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Upholstery, — ‘ 
AT 
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Name....:..,. 


Address... 
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(On et Oe 
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admit he’s. not 
to him, Max?” 

Harry’s chair creaked as he crossed his 
legs and lounged back. “Should we wake 
the beast and get his statement on the 
fight tonight?” : 

“Make up your own,” Max said. “You 
know how to do it.” 

“If this kid Barlow uses his head and 
keeps in close, he’ might get the de- 
cision,” Ed said, 

“There won’t be any decision,” Max 
said. “Brute will get to him in less than 
six.” ie ? 

I stretched, yawned, and sat up. I 
watched Harry deal off and then he and 
Ed got to their feet. 
_ “What round is it 
Harry asked, 

“When Max tells me,” I said. . 

After they left, Max got out ‘his box 
of bicarbonate. “Sometimes I think 
you're making a mistake,” he said. “Look 


pretty. You getting used 


gonna be, Brute?” 


| at the publicity Tunney got for knowing 


how to read and write.” 

“He looked the part,” I said. “And I 
don’t. What I have between my ears is- 
my own business and I want to keep it 
that way.” 


MAx is a short man carrying around 

weight that would look better on 
someone six inches taller. “When they 
look at your eyes they ought to know,” he 
said. “The sparkle of a good brain is 
there.” He braced himself as he looked 
at the glass in his hand. “Don’t they 
ever get you sore?” - 

I slipped into my coat. “I’m going out 
for some fresh air and more comic 
books,” I said. 

Max finished his glass. “Do you ever 
really read those things?” 

“Sure,” I said. “I’m crazy about 
Superman.” 

Downstairs I hesitated a moment be- 
fore going out into the streets. I didn’t 
like goiug out there to be stared at, but 
I couldn’t stay in the hotel room’ all day 
either. After a few hours, the place 
always seemed like a cage to me. 

I walked slowly, trying to concentrate 
on the fresh air and sunlight, but the 
familiar moisture formed on my palms as 
I saw the disbelief in- the faces of the 
people I passed, or the shock, or the 
suppressed smirks. ; 

I went about six blocks when I saw the 
library. I halted at the bottom of the 
stairs, toying with the idea of going in. 
Back home the librarians were used to 
me, though they still kept their distance, 
but this was a strange city. 

I was about to move on when two 
high school girls came out. Their eyes 


Ape Man 


Continued from page 28 


widened as they saw me and I could 
almost hear sighs of relief once they. were 
safely past me. 

They glanced back over their. shoul- . - 
ders to make sure they had been right . 
and I felt the anger getting me again. I 
wanted to run. To run someplace where 
I could be alone and. where there were 
no eyes to:look at me. ‘ 

But you can’t, I thought, shaking my- 
self out of it. At least not yet, I stared 
at the library and made up my mind to go 
in. 

I wandered along the stacks, sampling 
a volume here and there, Gradually the 
quiet worked on me and I could feel the 
tenseness seeping out. I turned down one 
aisle and was half way down: when I 
realized that it was alittle too shadowy 
to see the titles. I turned back and. 
started for the light switch. 

The slim silhouette of a girl ‘appeared 
before me and her hand went to the light 
switch. : ‘ 

We were only a foot or two apart 
when she snapped on the light. She 
gasped when she saw me and the books 
in her arm slipped. I caught them before 
they dropped to the floor. 

The tenseness again frayed on my 
nerves. “I know it’s startling to.see me,” 
I said. “But don’t scream here. We must 
have silence at all times.” I put the 
books back in her arms and went back 
down to the middle of the aisle. 

I was conscious of her still standing 
there. Look all you want, I said to my- 
self, but I’m not going to be chased away 
by what you think. ; 

In a few seconds I heard her footsteps 
as she came nearer. She stopped in the 
section next to me and added one of 
her books to the shelves. 

Brave girl to come so near to me, I 
thought bitterly. I glanced covertly at 
her and our eyes met. I noticed that hers. 
were violet and that she had soft, brown 
hair. 

She didn’t look away. “I’m sorry about 
seeming so shocked,” she said. 

“It’s all right.” 

“It’s just that out of the dark...” 

“Your apology is accepted,” I said. 
I pulled a book from the row and paged 
through it. I could feel her eyes stifl 
examining me. 

“Dogs sometimes bark at me,” I said. 


“But generally children love me for my 


basic kindness and gentle qualities.” I 
snapped the book shut: and put it back. 
I started leaving, but she put her hand 
on my arm. © 

“TIL go,” she said. “I didn’t mean to 
disturb you.” 

I looked at her more ‘carefully. There 


i 

ie. 
a 
bi 


Peete 


was a peculiar seriousness to her expres- 
sion and there was no fear. 

“I was only browsing,” I said. “I 
couldn’t take out any of them anyway. 
I don’t havea library card.” 

“I’m one of the librarians here,” she 
said, “If you will come to the desk I'll 
see that you’re issued one.” 

I studied her face for a hint of mockery 
and then I said, “All right. Let’s get me 
a card.” I followed her to thé desk. She 
pulled a blank library card out of a 
drawer and rolled it into a typewriter. 

“Your name, please?” she asked. 

“Westwood,” I said. “Robert West- 
wood,” 


Her head tilted up slightly in disbelief 


and I knew that she must have seen 
photographs of me and knew who I was 
supposed to be. - 

The tightness returned to the back of 
my neck and I knew J had to get out of 
there. “(Never mind the card,” I said. 


I walked to the door and turned to look 
_ at her. 


“Ves,” I said. “Robert Westwood is 
my real natne. But if it will give you a 
laugh, make out the card to Brute Brown 
and send it to the Queen Hotel.” 

I left the library and started toward 
the hotel. Why did I have to let it get 
me, I thought. By now I should be used 
to being Brute Brown. I slowed down. 
Snap out of it. A few thousand more 


‘and then you can get your island without 


people or mirrors. 

I rested in the hotel room the rest of 
the day and around 7:30 Max and I 
went down to the arena. We got our call 
at 9 p.m. and walked down the aisle to 
the ring. The fans stood up and craned 
their necks to get a good look at me as I 
passed and in the safety of their numbers 
I heard a few giggles. 

When the announcer was through with 
the introductions and the statistics, Bar- 
low and I met in the center of the ring 
for instructions and I looked him over 
again. He was about my age and I won- 
dered what it must feel like to be a clean- 
cut kid with blue eyes. 

Barlow had a string of 21 wins; he was 
one of the best fighters around. But look- 
ing at him now I felt the sickness in my 
stomach when I saw that he was scared. 
He avoided my eyes and one foot moved 
nervously back and forth on the canvas. 


HAT’S how I get almost all of them, f 
thought wearily. They come in here 


scared silly. They've heard about me and 


they’ve seen pictures of me and they’ve 


met me at the weigh-in and for the: 


photographers. But now that we're in 
the ring everything is different. Nothing 
their managers told them makes them 
ready to fight. 

You’re as strong as he is, kid, and a 
lot faster, they told him. All this ape 
stuff is just publicity. They had a doc fix 
up his face to make him look that way, 
kid. He was. never pretty to begin with, 
but he’s human, kid. Human. 

I listened dully to the referee and then 
went back to my corner for the bell. 
When it rang I had to go three-quarters 
of the way across the ring to get to 
Barlow. 

Barlow was known for smiling slightly 
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- ture-Easer for new comfort. 

@ RUPTURE-EASER IS SANITARY. 
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me another. LiptureEaser so. I will have one to 
change off with. It is enabling me to work at 
top speed at my press machine 8 hrs. a day.” 
M. S. of Anderson, ind., thanks us and says: 
“It is one of the finest things I have ever worn 
and has made my life worth living. It has given 
me untold ease and comfort.” 
L. C. H., Blackburn, Mo., wrhtes: “The Rupture: 
Easer | bought from you has done so much good 
1 couldn’t forget you this Christmas season.” 
Rein HERE'S NO SUBSTITUTE FOR 
a ee) PROVEN PERFORMANCE! 


“| [Leom} RUPTURE-EASER 


: \B 10 DAY TRIAL OFFER 
Money-back guarantee if you don’t 
get blessed relief. ORDER TODAY! 

PIPER BRACE CO., DEPT. cc-65 
811 Wyandotte, Kansas City 5, Mo. 
(Note: Be Sure to give Size and Side when ordering.) 


USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM 


Piper Brace Company, Dept. ce-65 

811 Wyandotte, Kansas City 5, Mo. P 
Please send my RUPTURE-EASER by return moil. 
Right Side O $3.95 Measure around lowest part 
Left Side 0 $3.95 of my abdomen is 
Double 0) $4.98 ee INCHES. 

We Prepay Postage Except on C.0.D.’s 


Enclosed is: Money Order) Check for $......... 
© Send COD Be sure to give size and side 


City and State _........ 


wa RUSH THIS COUPON NOW! | 


SS SS a ey ee 


when he fought, but the smile wasn’t 
there now. His face was unnaturally 
white and his movements stiff and awk- 
ward. I could see that he was wondering 
how it was going to feel to be knocked 
out for the first time. He was wondering 
how bad a beating he was going to have 
to take before that happened. 

I could do it tight now, I thought. I 
could crowd him into that corner and it 
would all be over in a few seconds. 

Barlow grabbed and held as I came in 
and as I leaned on him and waited for the 
referee to part us, I suddenly wondered 
why I had to win. Suppose I lost this one 
and then a few more. I looked out at the 
crowd. They’d still come, all those people. 
‘And that was-really why they were here 
in the first place. They wanted to see me 


_beaten to the floor. 


Barlow fell into another clinch and 
after we were parted I threw out a few 


light. lefts, just stiff enough to sting him. . 


Tt was a dull first round and at the bell 
they booed both of us. 


We came out for the second and I. 


noticed that Barlow’s movements were 
more fluid. He was still cautious and he 
covered up and clinched whenever he 
thought I might do some. damage, but he 
was gaining some confidence. 

I kept my left in his face when I 
could, but I wasn’t doing him any harm. 
Defensively I reacted automatically to 
the few punches he threw, almost lulled 
by the steady crowd noises. It was only 
an occasional loud ringside voice that 
woke me from my daze. 

With ten seconds left in the round, 
Barlow’s long left snaked out and caught 
me on the side of the head. It brought 
the crowd to its feet but I held until the 
bell sounded. 

In my corner, Max handed me the 
bottle. “If you really want to go to sleep 
so much, I can get you a pillow.” 

. Barlow came out for the third with a 
faint smile on his face. He was still alive 
and functioning after two rounds and it 
pleasantly surprised him. He was begin- 
ning to get the idea that his managers 
were right. 

Experimentally I sent in a harder 
punch and watched the confidence fade 
from his eyes. But I didn’t press it and 
as. the round wore on, the smile on his 
face gradually returned. : 

He began scoring with those long, lefts, 
I didn’t mind them much. They stung for 
a second or two, and then I waited for 
the next one. 

I learned now with drowsy curiosity 
just when to expect them. First there was 
the squeak of Barlow’s shoe on the rosin, 
and then the left. Always the squeak and 
then the left. : 

At first I mechanically clinched after 
every. one of them, and listened to the 
delighted noises of the people. 

But then I stopped falling into the 
clinch and I stopped listening for the 
squeak on the canvas. I just listened to 
the people. The human beings who paid 
money for their seats and the more 
money they paid the closer they could 
get, 

In my corner at the end of the round I 
stared numbly at my shoes. 

“Brute,” Max said. “What’s wrong?” 


“Nothing. Everything is fine with 
Brute. The Brute is feeling fine.” 

I waited until the gong before I got 
off my stool. Barlow met me in the center 
of the ring. The smile was permanent 
now, He wasn’t afraid and he knew he 
was going to win. He was going to beat 
me to a pulp and he wasn’t going to mind 
at all. 

The lefts were there again, but now he 


~ was using his right too. A left, and when 
I dropped my hands, the right. But they . 


weren't hurting me any more and I 
wanted them to be harder. 

And suddenly the roar of the crowd 
woke me and I found myself sitting on 
the. canvas. I was faintly surprised as I 
sat there watching the ringsiders with 
their distorted faces and their bright, 
satished eyes. 

I closed my eyes and waited for the 
count. I could get up, but I wasn’t going 
to. I was tired. So much more tired than 
I had ever been in my life. 

But the referee wasn’t counting and I 
opened my eyes to see why. Barlow was: 
still. standing over me, with the referee 
tugging at'his arm. 

Barlow’s lips were moving as he looked 
down at me. They seemed to be twisting 
out the words. “Get up, Ape Man. So I 
can knock you right down again, Ape 
Man.” c ey 

The referee got Barlow to a neutral 
corner and he began counting over me. I 
looked back at the ringsiders and they 
seemed to be saying it too. “Get up, Ape 
Man. Get up, Ape Man. 

“Get up, Ape man. We don’t want it 
this easy. Get up, Ape Man, so that you 
can be cut to ribbons. Once more. At least 
once more.” 

The redness of hate came to my eyes 
and the Ape Man got up. He stood there 
and waited for Barlow. He waited for 
Barlow and all the people in the world. 
He waited until they were all close 
enough and then he struck. 

The surprise in Barlow’s eyes was 
glazed in the thin slice of a second and 
he collapsed to the canvas. 


THE crowd’s roar died and there was 

the murmur of shock and disappoint- 
ment. The Ape Man turned and looked 
directly into the television cameras. How 
many people are looking at you right now, 
Brute, he asked himself. How many mil- 


-lions of people who are disappointed. 


Max and I got back to the hotel at 
if p.m. and a blonde in chinchilla. waited 
outside the doors of our room. She came- 
up to me and ran her hands along my 
shoulders and down my arms. Her eyes 


glowed with eager intensity. “Magnifi- 


cent,” she said. “Magnificent Brute.” _ 

I said nothing as I watched the quick 
way she breathed. 

“Brute,” she said. “Come downstairs 
with me. Just one drink, Brute. Please, 
Brute.” 

“Maybe,” I said. “Maybe later.” 

“You will?” she said, her tongue dart- 
ing nervously over sharp white teeth. 
“You will, Brute?” 

“Tl see,” I said. 

I followed Max into the room and he 
locked the door. I went to the davenport 
and sat down. 


“Are your?” Max asked. “You saw her 
eyes, didn’t you?” 

I looked at him. “Max,” I said. “How 
many women chase after me? Any kind of 
women?” 

Max went to the suitcases and brought 
out a bottle. He poured himself a drink. 

“Would it help if I drink, Max?” I 
asked. “Will it make me happy?” 

“T don’t know,” Max said. He stared at 
his drink and then swallowed it. 

I went over to the bed and lay down. 
“I’m going to try to sleep now, Max,” I 
- , said. “It’s either sleep or Igo down- 
stairs,” 

‘I closed my eyes and began hoping for 
sleep. For a long, long sleep that would 
never end. 

And-it was a long sleep, but not long 
enough. I woke up at 11 the next morning. 
I went to the bathroom and washed and 
shaved and then I came back and looked 
out of the window. 

Tt was a clear bright day with tufts of 
clouds moving slowly in the blue sky. It 
was the kind of a morning when you 
should want to live. It was a day of sun- 
light when you take your girl to a picnic. 

I opened the window and felt the air 
moving past my face. It was fresh and 
clean with the smell of life. 

And then I looked down. 

I looked down nine stories and there 
they were. People moving about on foot 
and in their cars and their buses. The 
good, kind people who could walk the 
streets without frightening anyone. . 

I heard the door open behind me. Max 
said quietly, “Brute.” 

Just a little push with my Foes I 
thought. That’s all it takes and then no 
more Brute. 

Max spoke again. “Bob,” he said. 

I stared down for half a minute more 
and then I shut the window. “Thanks,” I 
said. 

Max stood in the middle of the room, 
his brown eyes watching me. 

“Max, ” T said. “I’m through. I’m quit- 
ting.” 

“I could see it,” Max said. 

“I’m sorry, Max. I hate to run out on 
you after you brought me this far, but I 
can’t take any more, You'll be out money, 
Max.” 

Max kept his eyes on the cigar he was 
unwrapping. “The hell with the money. 
A man’s heart is more important.” 

“Tl write you post cards when the 
mail boat comes to my island,” I said. 
“If you want them.” 

“T want them,” Max said. He took an 


envelope out of his pocket. “This was. 


left at the desk this morning, Bob.” 
It was a plain envelope with no address 
on it. I fingered the paper and inside I 


felt an oblong piece of cardboard. I felt, 


suddenly afraid and my fingers began to 


tremble. I tore the envelope open and let - 


the cardboard slide out. 

I held it for a moment and then I 
turned it over. It was a library card 
made out in the name of Robert West- 
wood. 

T looked at the printing of my name 
until it became blurred to me. After a 
while I noticed that Max was. still 
watching me. 

“Haven’t you got something else to 
look at, Max?” I said. 

I went to the closet and got my coat. 


Max looked worried. 
got any bad ideas, have you?” 

“No, Max,” I said. 

She was at the desk when I walked into 
the library and she smiled ‘as I came 
toward her. 

“Thanks for delivering the card,” 
said. From where I stood I could snl 
the perfume she was wearing. , 

“Did you see the fight last hight?” I 
asked. 

“No,” she said. 

“Did you want to?” 

7 “No.” 

“It was my last one,” I said. “Now 
I'm going to buy an island and live 
there.” 


S HE considered me for a moment. “Do 
you have to?” she asked. 
The bitterness hovered ae me again. 
“Look at me once more,” I said. 
Her eyes went over my battered face. 


-“Do you really have to?” 


“Ves,” I said. “I really have to.” I 


looked carefully at her upturned face. . 


“Pll take out some books now,” I said. 
“And Dll come back.” 

“Yes,” she said, her eyes still on my 
face. 


‘I had trouble saying it. “Do you know | 


what I mean? I’ll be back.” 

“Yes,” she said. “I know.” 

She smiled again and I looked into her 
violet eyes. They were eyes that saw 
something no other woman had ever seen 
in me. She was looking ata man. *** 
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